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Twice  Born  Women 


The  Women  of  China 

EMMA  HORNING 

Their  Need 

THEY  NEED  LIGHT 

How  much  would  you  know  if  you  never  went  to  school,  never 
read  a book,  never  heard  a sermon,  never  took  a trij^  seldom  left 
your  house? 

THEY  NEED  LIFE 

How  much  life  would  you  have  if  your  feet  were  bound  at 
eight,  if  you  were  kept  in  the  walled  courtyard  after  ten,  married  and 
taken  among  strangers  at  sixteen,  and  a slave  to  your  mother-in-law 
till  she  died? 

THEY  NEED  JOY 

What  joy  would  you  feel  behind  four  great  walls,  with  no  ex- 
ercise to  ward  off  disease,  with  not  enough  food  to  make  your  chil- 
dren strong  and  no  w’ork  to  earn  more  money? 

THEY  NEED  HOPE 

Life  seems  not  worth  living.  Thousands  commit  suicide  each 
year.  Some  take  poison,  some  cut  their  throats,  some  jump  into  the 
well.  There  seems  to  be  no  other  escape  from  the  monotony  and 
misery  of  life. 

THEY  NEED  CONSOLATION 

When  loved  ones  die,  or  sons  are  bad,  or  property  is  all  lost, 
they  weep  till  they  are  blind,  then  sink  into  a hopeless  grave.  Al- 
though they  cry  unceasingly  their  cold  gods  heed  not  their  cries. 

THEY  NEED  LOVE 

They  do  not  see  their  husband  before  marriage.  His  home 
may  be  but  a prison.  She  marries  without  love,  lives  without  love, 
and  dies  without  love. 
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Our  Aim 

Jesus  says,  “ I am  the  light  of  the  world.”  “ I am  come  that 
ye  may  have  life.”  Our  aim  is  to  put  Jesus  in  every  home  of  our 
District,  that  every  woman  and  child  shall  have  light,  life,  joy,  hope, 
consolation  and  love. 

Our  Methods 

HOME  VISITING 

With  a large  Bible  picture  and  some  tracts,  the  missionary  and 
Bible  woman  arrive  at  the  large  door  of  the  outer  court.  We  shake 
the  knocker  vigorously,  the  dog  barks,  the  gateman  opens  the  door. 
The  lady  meets  us,  raises  the  curtain  of  her  door  and  invites  us  to 
enter  and  be  seated  on  the  warm  kong,  to  drink  tea  and  have  a smoke 
from  her  social  pipe.  (We  do  not  accept  this  kindness.)  She  asks 
our  names  and  ages  and  how  many  children  we  have.  We  ask  her 
about  her  family,  and  then  give  her  husband  a tract  which  he  takes 
to  the  next  room  to  read. 

By  this  time  the  room  is  filled  with  women  and  children  from 


Courtyard  of  a Chinese  Home 
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This  Is  What  Happens  to  Bible  Picture  Rolls  Sent  From  America 

parts  of  the  court,  who  have  come  to  see  the  guests.  Now  is  our 
opportunity.  We  hang  the  Bible  picture  on  a wall,  while  all  wait 
eagerly  to  see  what  it  is.  Then  many  hear  the  wonderful  Gospel 
story  for  the  first  time.  Some  listen  eagerly,  others  ask  queer  ques- 
tions entirely  off  the  subject,  such  as,  “ What  do  you  eat  that  makes 
you  so  white?”  “ How  much  money  does  the  government  give 
you  for  coming  here?”  “ Do  you  have  the  same  sun  and  moon  in 
America?”  “ How  old  are  you?”  “ How  much  money  do  you 
send  your  parents?”  We  answer  them  kindly,  applying  the  answer 
to  the  subject  if  possible. 

After  we  are  through  with  the  picture  and  the  applications,  we 
teach  the  children  songs  and  verses,  giving  small  Sunday-school  cards 
to  those  who  remember.  All  are  interested  when  we  teach  the  chil- 
dren, and  we  never  forget  them. 
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When  we  have  taught  them  as  long  as  is  profitable  we  prepare 
to  go  to  the  next  place,  hoping  that  some  seed  may  grow.  We  invite 
the  lady  to  services  next  Sunday.  “ I am  too  busy,”  she  says,  “ and 
besides  it  is  not  safe  to  leave  my  home  or  my  things  will  be  stolen.” 
We  ask  a young  woman  to  attend  the  woman’s  school.  “ I can’t,” 
she  says,  “ my  mother-in-law  won’t  let  me  leave  the  court  and  people 
would  laugh  at  me  if  I went  on  the  street.” 


A Group  of  Women  and  School  Girls  Who  Go  Out  Each  Sunday  .After- 
noon to  Teach  and  Sing  in  the  Homes 


HOME  CLASSES 

We  knock  at  the  next  door.  It  is  a Christian  home.  Mrs. 
Rung  receives  us  with  open  arms.  She  gets  her  Bible  and  song  book, 
and  while  she  nurses  the  baby  we  hear  her  recite  the  lesson  that  she 
has  prepared  during  the  week.  We  talk  and  pray  together  and  have 
real  Christian  fellowship.  She  tells  us  about  her  unfortunate  neigh- 
bors. “ Mrs.  Chang’s  little  daughter-in-law  is  very  homesick  and 
stubborn  since  the  wedding.  She  just  sits  on  the  kong  and  stares  into 
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space.  She  won’t  work  nor 
eat.  They  think  they  must 
send  her  back  home  for 
awhile  at  least.  Mrs.  Chow 
was  so  severe  with  her 
daughter-in-law  that  she 
jumped  into  the  well  and 
drowned.  Mr  Mu  has 
hanged  himself  because  his 
son  has  brought  the  home 
to  bankruptcy  as  a result 
of  his  opium  habit.  Mrs. 
Tu  died  of  tuberculosis 
yesterday,  leaving  a little 
baby.  They  cannot  af- 
ford a wet  nurse  and  I fear 
the  baby  will  die,  too.  You 
know  we  don’t  have  milk 
here  to  feed  babies.  Oh,  I 
wish  all  these  neighbors 
were  Christians  and  had 
such  peace  and  happiness 
as  I have.  I tell  them  all 

Sisters  Shock,  Senger,  Yin  and  Chu  Setting  ^ know,  but  it  takes  SO  long 

Out  for  an  Afternoon  Among  Women  fgj-  tj^em  to  believe  ” 

As  we  leave  we  ask  her  if  she  will  be  at  church  Sunday.  “ Oh, 
yes,  ’ she  answers,  “ we  cannot  stay  away  from  church,  and  if  the 
baby  is  strong  enough  I want  to  attend  the  woman’s  school  in  the 
afternoons  when  it  opens  in  the  spring.” 


VILLAGE  PREACHING 

Today  we  will  go  to  the  village  with  picture  and  tracts.  We 
mount  the  donkeys  and  in  time  arrive  at  the  door  of  a friend  in  the 
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A Group  of  Patients  and  Attendants  at  Women's  Hospital 


village.  We  receive  a hearty  welcome  and  drink  tea  while  we  visit. 
The  neighbors  crewd  in,  the  rocm  overflows,  so  we  go  to  the  court- 
yard, hang  up  the  picture  and  tell  them  of  God’s  love  for  the  world. 
1 hey  say,  “ That  is  good;  of  course  he  loves  you,  but  he  don’t  care 
anything  about  us  poor,  ignorant  people  in  the  villages.”  Then  we 
tell  them  hew  Jesus  died  to  save  even  the  least  of  them  and  we  hope 
they  understand.  We  give  them  tracts  and  tell  them  to  read  about  it 
for  themselves.  A man  asks  us  if  we  have  any  medicine  with  us. 
He  shows  us  a very  badly  injured  hand,  and  we  tell  him  to  go  to 
the  hospital.  A child  asks  us  to  go  and  see  her  sick  mother.  She  is 
indeed  ill,  and  we  tell  her  to  call  the  doctor.  A blind  man  wants  to 
know  if  anything  can  be  done  for  him,  and  we  say  the  doctor  may 
be  able  to  give  him  sight. 

Thus  we  go  from  home  to  home  in  various  parts  of  the  village, 
giving  hepe  to  the  sick  and  sad,  telling  the  story  again  and  again 
while  the  crowd  grows  larger  and  larger.  Bible  woman  and  mission- 
ary have  told  the  Gcspel  story  by  picture  and  song  many  times  over 
till  they  have  no  more  strength  or  voice  left.  The  western  sun  tells 
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them  that  it  is  time  to 
return,  so  they  mount  their 
donkeys  and  ride  away, 
thankful  that  the  seed  has 
been  sown  again. 

Some  Results 

MRS.  KWOA 

I sat  in  her  neat, 
clean  room  on  her  warm, 
brick  kong  with  folded 
hands  and  feet  as  she  told 
me  her  story. 

“Some  twenty 
years  ago,  missionaries 
came  through  our  city 
and  my  husband  bought 
a Gospel.  He  said 
it  was  the  truth  and 
we  loved  Jesus  with  all 
our  hearts.  Each  even- 
ing we  had  worship  to- 
gether with  our  children 
gathered  around  us.  We  had  such  wonderful  peace  and  joy. 

“ But  suddenly  one  day  the  Boxers  rushed  into  our  court- 
yard, whirled  their  bloody  swords  and  said  they  were  going  to  kill 
us  became  we  worshiped  Jesus.  We  gathered  up  all  the  money  we 
had  and  gave  it  to  them,  begging  them  to  spare  our  lives.  They  took 
my  husband  to  prison,  where  I expected  he  would  be  killed.  I had 
a petition  drawn  up  quickly  and  signed  by  all  his  fellow  merchants 
on  the  street,  saying  we  would  worship  Jesus  no  more  if  they  would 
free  my  husband.  To  my  great  relief  he  was  set  free. 
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A Group  of  Inquirers  Who  Decided  for  Christ  During  an  Evangelistic  Meeting 

“ That  was  the  beginning  of  all  our  troubles.  Two  beautiful 
children  died  in  a month.  Then  the  oldest  daughter  died  and  two 
little  ones  have  died  since.  We  have  but  one  son  left.  My  husband 
feels  that  there  is  a curse  on  us.  He  will  not  go  to  church.  He  sel- 
dom prays.  He  is  getting  cross  and  despondent.  We  have  no  peace 
anywhere.  Our  only  hope  is  Jesus,  but  how  can  we  get  him  again?” 

Thus  her  story  ended.  She  is  coming  to  church  and  the  wom- 
an’s school  as  much  as  her  health  permits,  and  light  and  hope  are  be- 
ginning to  come  to  her  again,  but  she  is  so  anxious  about  her  hus- 
band and  son  who  do  not  seem  to  be  interested.  We  are  all  pray- 
ing for  them.  Will  you  not  help  to  free  them? 

MRS.  RUNG 

She  was  never  strong,  but  after  her  husband’s  death  her  strength 
seemed  less  than  ever,  so  she  took  opium  and  played  cards  to  drown 
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her  troubles.  Her  tiny  court  was  the  limit  of  her  horizon.  Bitter- 
ness and  sorrow  were  her  food. 

When  the  missionaries  arrived  she  entered  the  opium  refuge 
and  spent  many  nights  in  sleepless  agony.  But  the  victory  came. 
Fast  fifty  years  old,  she  learned  to  read  the  Bible,  always  went  to 
church  and  sat  in  the  front  seat.  She  became  gatekeeper  at  the 
woman’s  hospital  and  later  Bible  woman. 

With  tireless  energy,  although  frail  in  body,  she  led  us  to  her 
many  friends  and  relatives  in  all  parts  of  the  city  and  told  them  the 
story  so  dear  to  her.  One  day  as  she  read  the  story  of  the  crucifixion 
she  began  to  weep  and  said,  “ Oh,  how  Jesus  must  have  loved  us!” 
In  her  last  illness  she  requested  that  her  Bible  and  hymn  book  be  put 
in  the  coffin  with  her.  Thus  we  laid  her  peacefully  to  rest,  with  her 
treasures,  beneath  the  pine  trees  on  the  hillside,  but  her  soul  went  to 
him  whom  she  had  found  to  be  so  precious. 


A Class  of  Women  Who  Attended  a Two  Months’  School  at  Liao 
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MRS.  CHANG 

She  lived  in  the  capital  of  the  province.  Her  husband  was  an 
high  official  under  Gov.  Yien.  Health,  happiness  and  a beautiful 
son  crowned  their  home  with  unusual  joy,  but  as  the  beauty  of  the 
rainbow,  it  passed  away.  Death  suddenly  claimed  both  husband 
and  son  and  she  went  to  live  with  her  brother  and  wife.  He  was  an 


Work  Done  by  Famine  Refugee  Women.  The  Woman  at  Left  Is  One  of  Our 
Bible  Women,  Who  ^lost  Efficiently  Helped  Direct  Them 

high  official  on  the  railroad  and  the  women  were  kept  in  close  se- 
clusion. Her  own  sorrows,  her  sister-in-law’s  jealousies,  no  aim  or 
purpose  in  life,  nothing  to  do  but  read  novels,  caused  her  to  be- 
come desperate  m her  homesickness.  On  pretense  of  a visit  she 
tried  to  go  to  the  capital  to  get  work  to  keep  herself  and  have  a little 
freedom.  When  her  brother  found  it  out  he  said,  “ How  can  you 
think  of  dishonoring  my  honorable  name  by  working  for  a living? 
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Famine  Women  Doing  Industrial  Work  Under  Direction  of  the  Mission 


Oh,  no,  you  must  not  leave.  Only  stay  with  us  and  you  shall  have 
all  you  want  as  long  as  you  live.”  He  did  not  understand. 

In  despair  she  secretly  soaked  a box  of  matches  in  water 
and  drank  the  poison.  It  only  made  her  very  ill.  She  tried  it  the 
second  time,  with  the  same  result.  In  desperation  she  did  the  same 
thing  the  third  time,  only  to  become  seriously,  mysteriously  ill. 

During  this  sickness  she  heard  of  the  woman’s  school  at  Ping 
Ting.  She  asked  her  brother  if  she  might  go  to  this  school.  He 
said  he  did  not  know  if  these  people  were  honorable  people,  but  he 
finally  said  she  might  go  and  try  it. 

As  soon  as  she  came  to  the  school,  light  and  hope  and  joy  be- 
gan to  dawn.  She  studied  the  Bible  most  earnestly.  She  made 
herself  useful  by  helping  the  other  women.  Soon  she  said,  “ Now  I 
know  why  God  saved  my  life  these  three  times  when  I tried  to  kill 
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myself.  Just  give  me  enough  to  eat  and  a coffin  to  be  buried  in  and 
I will  work  for  Jesus  all  my  days.” 

She  is  now  helping  to  teach  in  the  woman’s  school,  and  in  the 
best  homes  of  the  city  she  is  well  received,  for  she  is  a cultured  lady. 
We  trust  that  she  will  develop  into  one  of  our  best  Bible  women. 


The  Work  of  Bible  Women  in  India 

B.  MARY  ROYER 

In  Bombay  Presidency,  of  which  our  field  is  a part,  only  1 .4 
per  cent  of  the  female  population  is  in  school.  Since  education 
and  evangelism  are  so  closely  related,  this  condition  of  illiteracy  must 
be  met  by  the  evangelistic  worker.  The  term  “ Bible  woman  ” is 
applied  to  our  Indian  sisters  who  are  engaged  in  definite  Christian 
work,  endeavoring  to  help  these  ignorant  women.  The  women  of  our 
field  who  are  most  accessible  to  the  gospel  worker  are  of  the  lower 
classes.  They  are  extremely  ignorant  and  superstitious,  yet  re- 
sponsive to  love  and  kindness.  They  are  harder  to  reach  than  the 
men.  They  have  less  contact  with  the  outer  world.  Consequently 
they  cling  more  tenaciously  to  their  old  customs,  opposing  progress 
and  reform.  Tradition  objected  to  their  education,  and  they  see  no 
need  for  the  education  of  their  daughters. 

We  hear  much  of  the  wrongs  of  Indian  womanhood.  Her  life 
does  seem  desolate  to  us  who  were  brought  up  in  the  free  atmos- 
phere of  the  West.  However,  if  an  Indian  woman  is  so  fortunate  as 
to  escape  widowhood  in  early  life,  and  to  be  the  mother  of  sons,  her 
word  counts  for  much  in  the  home. 

One  of  our  doctors  was  called  into  a wealthy  home  to  see  a 
daughter-in-law  who  was  ill.  The  doctor  prescribed  a course  of 
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One  of  our  neigh- 
bors at  Dahanu  was 
eager  to  become  a Chris- 
tian. After  fruitless  ef- 
forts to  win  his  wife  he 
came  to  live  on  the  mis- 
sion compound,  where  he 
might  learn  more  of  the 
Way.  He  still  tried  to 
persuade  his  wife  to  join 
him.  Apparently  it  was 
her  mother  who  hindered 
her.  To  sacrifice  wife 
and  children  for  Jesus’ 
sake  was  too  much  for 
this  poor,  ignorant  man. 
He  returned  to  his  family  and  was  taken  back  into  caste. 


Two  Strong  Christian  Faces.  Anna  Eby  With 
One  of  Our  Bible  Women 


treatment  for  the  patient, 
but  was  told  that  the 
mother-in-law  must  be 
consulted  before  the  treat- 
ment could  be  followed. 
The  influence  of  such 
women  is  illustrated  by 
the  fact  that  often  men 
are  ready  to  become 
Christians,  but  are  hin- 
dered by  the  women  in 
the  home. 


No  race  can  ever  be  evangelized  unless  the  hearts  of  its  women 
are  touched  by  the  Gospel.  If  India  is  to  become  Christian,  her 
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women  must  have  a large  part  in  making  her  such.  The  women  of 
India  are  modest,  kind  and  gentle.  Once  their  confidence  is  won  they 
are  willing  to  learn  better  methods  of  caring  for  their  children  and 
homes.  Their  first  and  greatest  need  is  the  Savior,  through  whom 
alone  woman  can  claim  her  rightful  place  in  this  life  and  in  the 
eternal  world.  In  Hinduism  there  is  no  salvation  for  a woman 
apart  from  her  husband. 

On  one  occasion  a Bible  woman  and  a missionary  came  to  a 
village  which  they  frequently  visited.  In  one  of  the  homes  in  which 


Women’s  Work  Outfit  at  Dahanu 


they  called  the  husband  had  reeently  died.  The  widow  met  them, 
weeping  and  wringing  her  hands.  “ My  lord  and  king  is  gone!  My 
lord  and  king  is  gone!”  she  cried.  “ What  shall  I do?”  The  Chris- 
tian women  tried  to  comfort  her  by  telling  her  of  the  One  who  cares 
even  for  widows  as  well  as  for  the  more  fortunate  ones  of  earth.  Of 
the  Savior’s  love  for  all  conditions  of  mankind,  for  women  and  girls 
as  well  as  for  men  and  boys,  the  women  of  India  need  to  know  and 
have  a right  to  know. 
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Sisters  Stover,  Shumaker,  Widdowsoii,  Two  Bible  Women,  the  Tent  Boy 
and  Cart  Man.  All  Contribute  in  Taking  the  Glad  News 

This  need  of  India’s  women  must  be  met  by  women.  It  can 
best  be  done  by  her  own  women.  They  gain  more  ready  access  into 
the  homes  than  does  the  foreigner.  They  understand  the  thought 
life  of  their  people  better  than  any  one  else.  This  opens  a broad 
field  of  usefulness  for  our  Indian  sisters.  One  class  of  Bible  women 
is  composed  of  the  wives  of  the  village  school-teachers  who  help  their 
husbands  in  the  schools.  They  encourage  the  education  of  girls  and 
gather  them  into  the  schools  whenever  possible.  If  they  fill  their 
places  well  they  are  helpers  and  examples  to  their  ignorant  village 
sisters  who  have  accepted  the  Lord.  They  also  visit  in  non-Christian 
homes,  make  friends  with  the  women  and  teach  them  Bible  stories. 

I he  missionary  visits  them  frequently  and  accompanies  them  to  the 
homes  of  the  village  people.  In  cases  of  illness  the  Bible  women 
often  persuade  the  people  to  go  to  the  mission  doctor  instead  of  call- 
ing the  witch  doctor.  In  various  other  ways  they  bring  non-Christian 
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women  in  touch  with  the  missionaries.  It  is  often  through  their  di- 
rect efforts  that  converts  are  made.  As  time  goes  on  they  must  be- 
come more  responsible  for  the  spiritual  nurture  of  converts.  The  ma- 
jority of  our  Bible  women,  thus  far,  have  been  of  this  class,  teacher 
and  Bible  woman  combined. 

Another  class  of  Bible  women  have  no  connection  with  the 
schools.  Their  duties  are  varied,  but  they  always  work  under  the 
supervision  of  the  missionary.  When  entering  a new  field  the  Bible 
woman  takes  the  lead  in  getting  acquainted  and  making  friends  with 
the  women,  for  in  many  places  the  village  women  have  never  seen 
a white  face  and  would  be  afraid  of  the  missionary.  The  Bible 
woman,  being  one  of  their  own  kind,  soon  wins  her  way  into  their 
circle  and  through  her  the  way  opens  for  the  missionary  to  enter  the 
homes.  Sometimes  the  missionary  conducts  formal  examinations 
among  the  women  regularly  visited,  to  see  what  is  being  accom- 
plished. 

Winter  is  the  best  season  for  intensive  work  in  the  district. 
During  this  time  the  evangelistic  workers  live  among  the  people  as 
much  as  possible.  A suitable  camping  place  is  found  and  from 
this  center  the  surrounding  villages  are  visited.  Or  they  may  live 
in  the  schoolhouse  if  there  is  a mission  school  in  the  village.  House- 
to-house  visits  are  made  by  the  Bible  women  and  missionaries  dur- 
ing the  day.  Sometimes  the  women  and  girls  gather  at  the  tent  for  a 
meeting.  At  night  meetings  are  held  in  the  schoolhouse  or  in  the  open 
air.  Sometimes  the  workers  are  invited  to  hold  meetings  in  homes. 

Large  numbers  of  the  better  class  of  India’s  women  spend 
their  lives  in  the  zenanas.  Many  are  never  free  to  go  beyond  their 
own  premises.  This  class  of  women  must  have  the  Gospel  taken  to 
them.  They  have  no  opportunity  to  hear  except  in  their  own  homes. 
They  have  a far-reaching  influence  on  the  childhood  of  India,  and 
it  is  of  great  importance  that  they  be  reached  with  the  Gospel  if 
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India  is  to  be  won  for  Christ.  In  some  of  these  homes  Bible  women 
conduct  regular  Bible  classes  and  teach  the  women  to  read.  Here  is 
an  opportunity  for  women,  whom  the  Son  has  made  free,  to  visit  those 
who  are  in  prison.  They  are  not  only  physical  captives,  but  they 
are  spiritually  bound.  Here  is  a real  need,  to  supply  which  means 
tact,  faith  and  never-failing  courage. 

The  services  of  Bible  women  are  also  sought  by  medical  mis- 
sionaries. The  medical  missionary  holds  a key  which  unlocks  many  a 
door  that  could  otherwise  not  be  opened.  He  and  his  helpers, 
therefore,  have  an  unusual  opportunity  for  reaching  the  hearts  of  the 
people  whom  they  help.  While  the  women  and  children  wait  their 
turns  at  the  dispensary,  the  Bible  woman  teaches  a Scripture  lesson. 
Her  personal  and  sympathetic  touch  is  also  of  immeasurable  value. 
In  mission  hospitals,  where  patients  remain  for  a period  of  time,  series 
of  Bible  lessons  are  taught. 

The  Bible  woman,  to  be  successful,  must  be  willing  and  able  to 
help  the  people  in  various  ways.  One  Bible  woman  who  has  had 
special  training  and  is  well  qualified  for  her  work,  has  been  willing  to 
help  in  other  lines  of  work  when  needed.  She  cared  for  a sick 
crphan  baby  for  some  months.  When  the  child  was  brought  to  her 
he  was  a most  unattractive,  hopeless  looking  creature.  Through 
her  tender  love  and  care  and  her  faithfulness  m carrying  out  the 
doctor’s  orders  he  became  well  and  strong.  Those  who  knew 
the  condition  of  the  child  when  he  was  brought  to  her  marveled  at 
his  improvement.  The  other  Christian  women  in  the  neighborhood 
admitted  that  they  would  not  have  been  willing  to  care  for  a little 
stranger  in  that  condition.  This  Bible  woman  has  helped  to  care 
for  the  sick  on  other  occasions  and  has  done  school  work  when  extra 
help  was  needed. 

In  a village  where  there  were  a number  of  illiterate  Christians  a 
member  of  a Christian  family  became  ill.  There  was  no  skilled 
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medical  help  available.  The  non-Christian  neighbors  urged  the 
Christian  family  to  call  the  witch  doctor  and  perform  certain  heathen 
ceremonies  for  the  sick  one.  The  pressure  from  the  non-Christians 
was  so  strong  the  family  were  about  to  yield.  An  experienced  Bible 
woman  came  to  the  village  on  a regular  visit.  She  stopped  at  the 
home  of  this  Christian  family.  She  supervised  the  care  of  the  sick 
one  and  led  the  family  to  pray  to  the  true  God.  She  stayed  in  that 
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home  until  the  patient  recovered.  Through  her  faith  in  God,  her 
material  and  spiritual  assistance  she  saved  that  family  from  being 
drawn  back  into  heathendom.  The  need  for  such  trained  workers 
is  great,  for  it  is  they  who  must  bring  their  owm  people  to  Christ.  The 
missionaries  are  their  helpers  in  the  sense  that  it  is  their  work  to  train 
the  Indians  for  leadership. 

Of  first  importance  are  the  Bible  woman’s  spiritual  qualifica- 
tions. Some  very  successful  Bible  women  have  had  little  training. 
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But  they  have  a keen  sense  of  appreciation  of  their  salvation  and  a 
desire  to  tell  others.  However,  the  urgent  need  for  trained  workers 
calls  for  better  facilities  for  training  them. 

A number  of  our  Christian  women  took  work  at  the  Bible 
School  at  Bulsar  while  their  husbands  pursued  the  regular  course. 
The  babies  and  cradles  (like  hammocks)  came  with  them  to  class. 
Naturally,  there  were  interruptions,  but  in  spite  of  these  the  women 
did  very  well.  In  addition  to  their  Bible  work,  one  of  our  doctors 
gave  them  lessons  in  first  aid,  sanitation,  the  care  of  children  and  the 
use  of  simple  medicines.  Another  missionary  taught  methods  in 
teaching  small  children.  Some  of  these  women  are  now  doing  effi- 
cient work  as  Bible  women.  The  Bible  school  for  the  Marathi  area 
is  sorely  needed  but  not  yet  established. 

Some  of  our  women  workers  have  been  trained  by  Individual 
missionaries  at  their  respective  stations.  Our  mission  in  India  has 
worked  out  a three-year  course  of  study  for  women  workers.  They 
meet  at  the  mission  bungalows  for  class  work  once  each  week  except 
during  monsoon,  when  many  of  the  roads  become  impassable.  Once 
a year  they  come  to  the  mission  stations  for  a week  or  two  for  Bible 
study  and  conference.  The  purpose  of  these  meetings  is  to  teach 
methods  and  to  provide  special  means  of  spiritual  growth  for  our  In- 
dian workers.  Many  of  them  live  and  work  in  isolated  places  where, 
for  months,  they  have  no  source  of  spiritual  help  except  through  their 
private  devotions.  We,  who  are  surrounded  with  Christian  friends, 
have  regular  church  privileges  and  occasional  spiritual  gatherings  to 
help  us  in  our  Christian  life,  can  scarcely  appreciate  their  situation. 
This  condition,  however,  makes  it  all  the  more  important  that  these 
workers  maintain  a close  and  real  relationship  with  the  Lord.  For 
the  ignorant  people  among  whom  they  live  will  know  Christianity 
only  as  they  see  it  manifested  in  the  lives  of  these  worker;.  That 
our  Indian  sisters  may  be  faithful  witnesses  of  our  Lord,  we  earnestly 
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desire  the  prayers  of  our  sisters  on  the  home  base.  Unselfish,  in- 
telligent prayer  will  charge  them  with  power  and  bring  fruit  for 
their  labors. 
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